
Interview-Samuel Soundararaj 

Tell us few words about yourself? 

      My name is Samuel Soundararaj, a post graduate in Nano science in Karunya University, 

Tamil Nadu. I’m old school, extremely passionate about nature; love music, movies and the 

arts. I adore books.  

Tell something about your schooling and any special memories to share? 

       I was brought up in the Nilgiris which is the queen of the hills. Home and school is in a town 

called kotagiri which enjoys the second beat climate in the world.  My school campus 

overlooked a large valley which was facing east. Every morning I used to come early to school 

for special classes and every day I saw the sunrise, beautiful, magnificent, peaceful, never the 

same, not even one sunrise to my recollection was the same. My English teachers, my 

geography teachers made me fall in love with nature and travelling. My parents and brother 

and books which I read cemented the love for nature. 

What made you start photography and grow interest towards it? 

         Firstly I loved nature and wildlife from a very young age, reading about peoples 

experiences in the wild, watching TV. Then it began in class 8 a very strong impulse to capture 

photos because I began seeing clearly (that's literally true because I started wearing my 

spectacles in class 8 I’m extremely short sighted ) so I wanted to capture what I saw so I could 

show it to the people around me. Started with a film camera, disposable cameras. My dad got 

me a Nikon Coolpix digital camera in 2007. I loved it, did as much as I can with it. Seeing the 

photos my dad was quite impressed and decided to get me a beginner’s low end Nikon D40, a 

dslr (digital single lens reflex) in 2008. I was absolutely bowled over. I practiced, studied, 

learned during all the free time I had. I took that little camera everywhere I went; I slowly learnt 

how to use all the manual settings. Got into college in 2010 and I had made a small photo 

album with the photos I had taken because I didn't take my camera with me during 1st year. A 

lot of my friends appreciated the photos and that encouraged me to do more photography and 

I became quite good at candid photos of people so people loved that, I hate it when people 

pose very badly but have such a naturally beautiful smile. I became addicted to showing people 

how beautiful their natural smiles and how beautiful they can look naturally without posing. 

Above all these things nature and animals were still where my heart is.  

Tell something about the type of photos you click? 

     Most of my photos are landscape photos, animals and birds from all the places I visit. I love 

portraits of people, their expressions when performing on stage or talking to friends or just 



having fun. I love seeing frames that people don't even think about like weeds lit up in the sun 

they are so beautiful. As a photographer to learn I have experimented with light painting , long 

exposure photos (technically in low light or for the stars) , abstract photography of random 

objects.  

 What are the difficulties you faced when you started photographing? 

       A lot of discouragement, photography is expensive business so it’s not as easy as it looks. 

Sometimes clients aren't happy with your style of photography so you need to do some work 

like so many times again and again till they are satisfied. Otherwise it’s almost like any 

passionate field, every day presents a new challenge and you have to take it one day at a time.  

For me wildlife photography is especially expensive and very competitive so to set yourself 

apart means a lot of years of hard work.  

 

  Describe yourself as a photographer? 

    My photography spontaneous and I take photos of things that I see and it catches my eye. 

When travelling, when walking along the roadside, in college, at home, at work and travels. 

Over 8 years have taught me that a photographer makes a photo no matter what device are 

available, phone cameras, digital cameras and the high end stuff. The image is already made in 

your brain you’re trying your best to replicate it with the device that you have.  

Initially I used to take three hundred to a thousand shots and one or two will be useful. But it 

will be worth it. Over the years I have learnt to be patient and contemplate the situation. Press 

the shutter only when it is required. I have learned to enjoy the moment more.  

I remember getting up early one morning in a sitting on the roof of my house (my house sits on 

top of a hill so it has a beautiful view) very early and watching the sunrise. The sky went from 

jet black with stars to an inky blue as the birds start calling and waking up, the rooster crows. A 

pale shell-pink tinted the sky above the hills in the east, the moon slowly waning. The shell-pink 

slowly turned magnificently into a mauve and then to a deep rose, then in a few minutes pure 

heavenly bliss unfolded as it went to an purple-orange, then orange, then red and finally in all 

its majesty the glowing tip of the sun peeked up and rose above the rows of hills lighting up the 

valleys which had a morning mist which slowly disappeared. Then the cold goes and warm rays 

of the sun hit your skin. When all this happened I hadn't clicked a single photo just sat there 

and enjoyed it. Some people call me stupid for missing the moment but truth be told I never 

missed a single moment. That's something people need to do. Live the moment.  

Describe your daily routine 



     My daily routine usually comprises of mom waking us up quite early in the morning with her 

signature coffee. Then we sit around the dining table and talk for some time, my dad, mom, 

brother and me. We run a family business which comprises of a tea factory, tea estates, a small 

scale industry, a fuel station, a small consulting business and my photography. So we usually 

have a small chat and then get ready off to work. We all know what to do. After some business 

related work after lunch I look up photography related work and arrange my travels and all 

that. I have my phone with me which has an excellent camera so I use that in case anything 

crops up in-between. I usually try and take photos of any random object trying different 

methods, during different weather conditions. It helps keep you in touch.  

Describe yourself other than as a photographer 

         I am a post-graduate in Nano science and technology which means I kind of know 

something about anything under the sun and around it. I love learning, the animal kingdom, the 

human body, and mechanics of new technology, fascinated by gadgets. I love to read books 

mostly dwelling in fiction. I love going to the theatre to watch movies big lover of cinema. 

Usually I go alone, my principle is quite simple actually, and if you want to experience a movie 

you have to do it alone, if you want to enjoy a movie, you have to watch with friends. I’m 

keener on the experience part. I love my family; dad, Mom and my brother been through thick 

and thin with me. Never gave up on me, always believe in me. So I enjoy and love working with 

them now. We always have a point of having our meals together. If a family can eat together, 

they can go through any battlefield and come back. We are a very tight knit family, very open 

with each other. Having people to support you means a lot so that's really important.  

Very important fact about me I LOVE to eat. I love food and good music.  

Tell something about your future projects? 

         My future aspirations are to travel as much as possible so that I can improve my portfolio, 

meet more people. My biggest wish is to be in Africa for a time period taking photos of the 

great migration. I have seen it on TV countless number of times. I want to experience it myself. 

See the big five (Lion , Leopard , African elephant, cape buffalo and the rhinoceros) ,  I want to 

see the tigers of India , the bears of America ,  the crocodiles , alligators and Caymans across the 

world. I want to travel to all seven continents. It will sound like a madman's dream but I assure 

you I will do all of this in the future, God willing.  

What is your suggestion to newbie photographers? 

Photography nowadays is every Tom, Dick and Harry has a dslr and starts a photography page 

within a week of getting a camera which I’m not very appreciative off. I have seen people with a 

simple mobile camera take photos that will put people with dslr's to shame. Like I said earlier 



photography is not about what equipment you have, it’s completely about replicating what you 

perceive. Photography is an art, you need patience and there is so much to learn so you should 

never jump the gun. When I say so much I mean even I have explored just a small percentage in 

the ocean of photography. The other difficulties are when you start becoming a semi-

professional you need equipment and it’s really expensive so you need to find as many hacks as 

possible. People don't appreciate the fact that you’re a photographer especially in countries like 

India it’s looked down upon and there isn't much encouragement. You have to be ready to 

sacrifice a lot because money doesn't come easy, only if you keep working hard, keep pushing 

at it, never give in. Slowly after years you will get recognition for all your hard work. Every day is 

learning, it’s a trial and error process, you need to know your equipment well, you need to 

maintain your equipment she's your baby you have to take care of her. Sometimes weather can 

ruin your day, sometimes low battery, low memory space. You will be kicking yourself in the 

butt for such mistakes because your loosing precious (sometimes life changing) photos because 

of being careless. You always need to think ahead, do your research, and be prepared. You 

need to have a deep and sincere passion that surpasses all failures, discouragement, snide 

remarks.  

This is the most important lesson of them all. YOU CANNOT PLEASE THEM ALL. Sometimes after 

many days or months of hard work, the critics or your clients will just throw away your photos 

because you didn't match up to their expectation. That's completely alright. Everyone has an 

opinion or a perception that's not entirely what you have in mind. So don't be crestfallen or 

depressed. You need to move on. These are all stepping stones.  

Don't always click photos, take some time for yourself, live the moment, I have times when 

during events I took so many photos of my friends and other things. I didn't see or enjoy the 

event myself.   

Another very important point is ready for a thankless life, most of the people will want you just 

because you have a camera and you can take photos, make sure you have some real friends 

who don't care about your camera, but care about you. A majority of the people will be very 

ungrateful. So don't let yourself feel bad about that.  

Contact Details: 

https://m.facebook.com/samuel.soundararaj? 

samuel18021992@gmail.com   

My photography page: 

https://www.instagram.com/sam_soundy/  
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